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His temper and his leanings in one direction are
shown in a letter he wrote on the 2ist of July, 1583,
to his friend Sir Edward Stafford, at that time am-
bassador at the French Court: " We are here all
solito" he said. "Her Majesty seems affected to
deal in the Low Country matters ; but I think noth-
ing will come of it. We are half persuaded to enter
into the journey of Sir Humphrey Gilbert very
eagerly; whereunto your Mr. Hakluyt hath served
for a very good trumpeter." Richard Hakluyt was
as much Sir Philip Sidney's as Sir Edward Stafford's,
and part of his trumpeting had been done in the
first small edition of his " Voyages/' which he dedi-
cated to his old college friend in 1582.

Sir Humphrey Gilbert, who had spent much time
in valiant service under Sir Henry Sidney in Ire-
land, was one of the pioneers of American colonisa-
tion in which Philip had been interested from
the time of his participation in Martin Frobisher's
abortive expeditions to Meta Incognita between
1574 and 1576. Others specially concerned in these
and like enterprises were Sir Richard Grenville, Sir
George Peckham, Christopher Carleill, who married
a daughter of Sir Francis Walsingham, and was thus
closely related to Sir Philip Sidney, and Gilbert's
half-brother, Sir Walter Raleigh, the friend of Ed-
mund Spenser, with whom he was associated in
Ireland under Lord Grey of Wilton. The journey
into which Sidney was half persuaded to enter very
eagerly was the famous expedition to Newfound-
land, on which Gilbert started in the summer of
1583, and in which he was wrecked on the gth of